
 

AA  VVeerryy  WWaarrmm  WWeellccoommee  ttoo  oouurr  LLaatteesstt  SSpprriinngg  BBuulllleettiinn  

AAss  eevveerr,,  tthhoossee  ttrruussttyy  BBEETT  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  eexxttrreemmeellyy  hhaarrdd  oovveerr  tthhee  aauuttuummnn  aanndd  

wwiinntteerr  sseeaassoonnss  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  ssccyytthhiinngg  ooff  oouurr  ffaabbuulloouuss  wwiilldd  fflloowweerr  mmeeaaddoowwss  aanndd  

ffiinniisshhiinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  tthhiinnnniinngg  ooff  ssoommee  sseerriioouussllyy  oovveerrccrroowwddeedd  aasshh  ttrreeeess  iinn  lloowweerr  JJuubbiilleeee  SSttoonnee  WWoooodd..    

TToo  hheellpp  yyoouu  ffiinndd  yyoouurr  wwaayy  aarroouunndd  oouurr  aaccttiioonn--ppaacckkeedd  bbuulllleettiinn  tthhee  ccoonntteennttss  aarree  lliisstteedd  bbeellooww::  

 

It’s Membership Renewal Time!  

Well, it’s that time of year again when we hope you will consider renewing your BET 

membership for another 12 months. So if you receive a membership form with your 



Bulletin, it means your membership is due to expire. When BET was established way back in 2004, we 

set the annual membership fee at £5 per person, or £10 for a family, and I am pleased to say that our 

subscriptions haven’t increased in all that time. 

We try to make renewal as easy as possible for you, so if there is no change in your circumstances 

please write ‘No Change’ across the form. But please remember to confirm your gift aid status. If you 

want to pay by electronic transfer then please identify the payment with your name and again write ‘Gift 

Aid Yes’ or ‘Gift Aid No’ in the message space.  

You can hand deliver your form to any of three addresses on the form or post it to Andy Smith who is 

our membership secretary   (1 Manor Court, West Town, Backwell, BS48 3BS).  

  

 

  

TThhee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  yyeeaarr  rruunnss  ffrroomm  AApprriill  11sstt  ttoo  MMaarrcchh  3311sstt  aanndd  rreenneewwaallss  ffoorr  

22001188//1199  aarree  nnooww  dduuee..  WWee  rreeaallllyy  hhooppee  yyoouu  wwiillll  ccoommpplleettee  aanndd  rreettuurrnn  tthhee  

eenncclloosseedd  ffoorrmm..  

MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ssuubbssccrriippttiioonnss  aanndd  ddoonnaattiioonnss  aarree  BBEETT’’ss  oonnllyy  ssoouurrccee  ooff  iinnccoommee,,  

wwee  ddoo  nnoott  rreecceeiivvee  aannnnuuaall  ggrraannttss..    

GGiifftt  AAiidd  iiss  aallssoo  aa  vveerryy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ssoouurrccee  ooff  iinnccoommee  ffoorr  uuss  ssoo,,  iiff  ppoossssiibbllee,,  

pplleeaassee  ttiicckk  tthhee  rreelleevvaanntt  bbooxx  aanndd  ddoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  ssiiggnn  tthhee  ffoorrmm..  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR  AACCTTIIVVIITTYY  MMOORRNNIINNGGSS  --  oonn    EEVVEERRYY  MMOONNDDAAYY    aanndd  tthhee  TTHHIIRRDD  

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY    ooff  eevveerryy  mmoonntthh  ssttaarrttiinngg  aatt  1100  aamm  oonn  bbootthh  ddaayyss  aanndd  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  ffoorr  

aabboouutt  22  hhoouurrss  --  oorr  aass  lloonngg  aass  yyoouurr  eenneerrggyy  llaassttss!!  

TThhee  ttaasskkss  cchhaannggee  aass  tthhee  yyeeaarr  pprrooggrreesssseess  bbuutt  uussuuaallllyy  iinncclluuddee  ccoouunnttrryy  ccrraaffttss  ssuucchh  

aass  hheeddggeellaayyiinngg,,  ccooppppiicciinngg,,  wwiillddfflloowweerr  mmeeaaddooww  ssccyytthhiinngg  aanndd  ddrryy  ssttoonnee  wwaalllliinngg..  

WWee  aallwwaayyss  bbrreeaakk  aatt  aabboouutt  1111aamm  ffoorr  llaarrggee  aammoouunnttss  ooff  cchhaatt,,  tteeaa//ccooffffeeee  aanndd  bbiissccuuiittss..  MMeeeett  cclloossee  

ttoo  tthhee  lloowweerr  eennttrraannccee  ttoo  BBaaddggeerrss  WWoooodd  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  CCaabbiinn  jjuusstt  bbeeffoorree  1100aamm,,  oorr  tteelleepphhoonnee  iinn  

aaddvvaannccee  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  wwhheerree  wwee’’llll  bbee  wwoorrkkiinngg  ((0011227755  446633331155))..  

 



 

 

 

GGeeoollooggyy  FFiieelldd  TTrriipp  VViissiittoorrss  

On Sunday 8th October eight members of the Harrow and Hillingdon Geological Society visited 

the Badgers Wood Geology Trail as part of a field trip to sites in North Somerset. They admired 

the paths through Carboniferous 

Limestone on the way to the top of the hill, 

spotting examples of marine fossils and 

shells over 300 million years old. 

Meanwhile, excursion leader Allan Wheeler 

explained the geological context of the 

Clifton Down Limestone Formation that 

stretches north beyond the Avon Gorge 

and south to Cheddar. 

A particular highlight was the view over 

the quarry, where the exposed rocks 

allowed some expert eyes to read the 

shapes visible in the landscape around. The 

group had visited Portishead the day before and 

were about to go to Aust, so Backwell Hill was 

the perfect vantage point from which to see how 

everywhere fitted together. There was some 

discussion about the unusual round shape of 

Nailsea on low land, while it was easy to identify 

ridges where the underlying rocks have been 

folded up in the earth movements that distorted 

the rocks around Battery Point. 

BET volunteer Jas Smallbone was able to 

accompany the group and show them points of 

interest along the way. The Londoners were very 

interested in her tales of hedge laying, scything 

and dry stone walling in the local style, and were delighted 

to see the panoramic view from the Jubilee Stone taking 

in the broad sweep of the Severn Estuary.  

Great excitement was caused by a spectacular yellow 

caterpillar spotted on the wall at the end of the trail. It 

was identified as a Pale Tussock and Jas was able to 

report it as a new species for the site. 

 
 



 

 

 

For many years now, YACWAG (Yatton and Congresbury Wildlife Action Group) has been 

organising a Christmas bird survey, recording all the birds coming into their members’ gardens 

over the festive period. This year they continued the expansion of their survey into Backwell and 

Nailsea by enlisting the help of both BET and NEWT members. 

 

YYAACCWWAAGG  CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  BBIIRRDD  SSUURRVVEEYY  ::  22001177  RREEPPOORRTT  

The blackbird maintained its position as the bird seen in most gardens – 94 out of 102; the rest 

of the top ten were wood pigeon and robin (91), blue tit (80), great tit (73), magpie (71), house 

sparrow (68), dunnock (55), long-tailed tit (53) and goldfinch (52).  

The number of species landed in gardens was 46, the additional species that flew over was 8, the 

species only heard was 1.                         

TTrreevvoorr  RRiiddddllee  rreeppoorrttss::--  

‘In 2008, the wood pigeon wasn't even in the top 10 gardens (where it landed) and nine years later 

it is second and almost first. Wood pigeons have overcome their shyness of humans and were seen 

in 90% of gardens. They may well out-compete 

collared doves, a species that has declined in 

abundance over a similar period, although collared 

doves seem to be more prone to predation by 

sparrowhawks. 

Goldfinches go from strength to strength with a 

remarkable 457 recorded. But bullfinch may be the 

'new goldfinch' - they are appearing in more gardens 

year on year and are a very popular visitor. It's good 

to see that greenfinches haven't declined further 

this year - they are still suffering from 

trichomoniasis disease. One lucky member 

recorded two bramblings  (eight just before 

the survey started) and just a single siskin 

was seen ; they are in very low numbers this 

winter. 

House sparrows are holding their own, but 

starling numbers continue to slide. Wintering 

blackcaps continue to increase whilst just a 

single chiffchaff was seen. A few favoured 

gardens are still visited by the (locally) scarce 

marsh tit. Other notable birds were two kingfisher records (from Congresbury) and just outside 

 

 

 

 



the survey period a garden woodcock in Backwell (23 December) 

and a fly over red kite at Cadbury Hill on 7 January. 

There were more sparrowhawk sightings this year although 

there is no evidence of an increase in numbers locally. 

Other wildlife reported by surveyors were squirrels (especially 

‘stealing’ bird food), fox, rats and, of course, cats.  One 

surveyor recorded 27 visits per minute by various tits to a black 

sunflower feeder’. 

If anyone would like a copy of the full results please let me know.  winlowman@hotmail.co.uk. 

Trevor Riddle and Win Lowman,  January 2018 

                                                         

 

he arrival of autumn sees the BET volunteers starting the long process of hand scything our 

fabulous wildflower meadows. As we have restored nearly two acres now, this is no mean task 

and it usually takes us to the end of the year to complete all the cutting. However, with each 

passing year we are getting quicker and this year, with a combination of more experience and 

higher numbers of volunteers, we completed it in record time.  With the coming of the New Year, 

our two main tasks were the thinning of some seriously overcrowded ash trees in the lower 

reaches of Jubilee Stone Wood and re-laying the hedge in the ‘Coupe’ meadow.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
  

SSuurrvveeyyiinngg  tthhee  RReesseerrvveess  

WWhheenn  BBEETT  ffiirrsstt  aaccqquuiirreedd  JJuubbiilleeee  SSttoonnee  WWoooodd  iinn  22000055,,  iitt  ccoommpprriisseedd  ooff  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  9966%%  

wwooooddllaanndd  aanndd  44%%  ggrraassssllaanndd..  WWhheenn  BBaaddggeerrss  WWoooodd  wwaass  aaddddeedd  iinn  22000099,,  iitt  ccoommpprriisseedd  ooff  

aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  9999%%  wwooooddllaanndd  aanndd  11%%  ggrraassssllaanndd..  SSoo  wwiitthh  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  wwiillddfflloowweerr  mmeeaaddooww  

rreessttoorraattiioonn  pprroojjeeccttss  pprroobbaabbllyy  bbeehhiinndd  uuss  nnooww,,  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  bbootthh  rreesseerrvveess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rree--ssuurrvveeyyeedd  ttoo  

rreeccoorrdd  tthhee  wwooooddllaanndd//ggrraassssllaanndd  rraattiiooss  wwee  nnooww  hhaavvee  iinn  22001188..  
  

  

  

  

  

T 

SSoo  jjuusstt  wwhhaatt  hhaavvee  tthhoossee  hhaarrdd--wwoorrkkiinngg  BBEETT  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  bbeeeenn  uupp  ttoo  oovveerr  

tthhee  ppaasstt  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss??  
 

JJUUBBIILLEEEE  SSTTOONNEE  WWOOOODD  ((1100  aaccrreess))    --    WWooooddllaanndd  ==  9900%%,,  GGrraassssllaanndd  ==  1100%%  

BBAADDGGEERRSS  WWOOOODD  ((1122  aaccrreess))    ––    WWooooddllaanndd  ==  9922..55%%,,  GGrraassssllaanndd  ==  77..55%%  
 

mailto:winlowman@hotmail.co.uk


OOvveerraallll  ffiigguurreess  ffoorr  tthhee  ttwwoo  rreesseerrvveess  ccoommbbiinneedd  aarree  9911..55%%  wwooooddllaanndd  aanndd  88..55%%  ggrraassssllaanndd  aaccrroossss  tthhee  

wwhhoollee  2222  aaccrreess  wwhhiicchh  wwee  ffeeeell  jjuusstt  aabboouutt  ssttrriikkeess  tthhee  rriigghhtt  bbaallaannccee..  
  

SSccyytthhiinngg  tthhee  WWiillddfflloowweerr  MMeeaaddoowwss  

Every year, starting in the early autumn, BET’s wildflower meadows are cut by hand by our 

volunteers, using traditional Austrian scythes. There’s no denying that it’s a big task, but without 

this annual hay cut, our meadows would inevitably decline and would ultimately be lost in a few 

short years. This year the whole 1.9 acres of restored grassland was cut in just 3½ months – a 

new BET record!  
 

BBEETT  SSccyytthhee  TTrraaiinniinngg  

IItt  sseeeemmss  wwoorrdd  hhaass  cclleeaarrllyy  ggoott  aarroouunndd  aabboouutt  BBEETT’’ss  

lleeggeennddaarryy  ssccyytthhiinngg  sskkiillllss!!  LLaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  yyoouu  mmaayy  

rreemmeemmbbeerr,,  tthhaatt  BBEETT  wwaass  aapppprrooaacchheedd  bbyy  CChheeww  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  FFaarrmm  ttoo  sseeee  iiff  wwee  ccoouulldd  oorrggaanniissee  aa  

ssccyytthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg  ccoouurrssee  oonn  oonnee  ooff  tthheeiirr  mmeeaaddoowwss  

oovveerrllooookkiinngg  tthhee  ssttuunnnniinngg  CChheeww  VVaalllleeyy  LLaakkee..  WWee  ddiidd  

––  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  aa  ggrreeaatt  ssuucccceessss..  SSoo  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  wwee  hhaavvee  

rreecceeiivveedd  aannootthheerr  rreeqquueesstt  ffoorr  ttwwoo  ccoouurrsseess  ffrroomm  BBuugglliiffee  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthheeiirr  UUrrbbaann  BBuuzzzz  pprroojjeecctt  iinn  

BBrriissttooll..  TThhiiss  wwiillll  bbee  aa  ggrreeaatt  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  uuss  ttoo  pprroommoottee  BBEETT  ttoo  aa  wwiiddeerr  aauuddiieennccee  aass  wweellll  aass  

ttooppppiinngg  uupp  oouurr  ffuunnddss  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee..    
  

LLoowweerr  JJuubbiilleeee  SSttoonnee  WWoooodd  

BBEETT’’ss  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  eeccoollooggiisstt,,  TTiimm  CCuurrlleeyy  ((eexx  rreesseerrvvee  mmaannaaggeerr  ffoorr  AAvvoonn  WWiillddlliiffee  TTrruusstt)),,  oonn  aa  

rreecceenntt  vviissiitt  ttoo  tthhee  BBEETT  rreesseerrvveess,,  aaddvviisseedd  uuss  tthhaatt  tthhiinnnniinngg  oouutt  tthhee  eexxttrreemmeellyy  oovveerrccrroowwddeedd  aasshh  

ttrreeeess  iinn  tthhee  lloowweerr  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  JJuubbiilleeee  

SSttoonnee  WWoooodd  sshhoouulldd  bbee  oouurr  ttoopp  pprriioorriittyy  

ffoorr  tthhiiss  wwiinntteerr  sseeaassoonn..  TThhee  sshheeeerr  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ttrreeeess  iinn  tthhiiss  aarreeaa  wwaass  

bblloocckkiinngg  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ffrroomm  

rreeaacchhiinngg  tthhee  wwooooddllaanndd  fflloooorr  ttoo  tthhee  

ddeettrriimmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  sspprriinngg  fflloowweerrss  aanndd    

ootthheerr  ttrreeee  sseeeeddlliinnggss  tthhaatt  wweerree  

aatttteemmppttiinngg  ttoo  ggrrooww  tthheerree..  TThhee  tthhiinnnniinngg  

wwiillll  aallssoo  bbeenneeffiitt  oouurr  ddoorrmmiiccee  aass  aa  mmoorree  

ddiivveerrssee  ttrreeee  ccaannooppyy//uunnddeerrssttoorreeyy  

hhaabbiittaatt  wwiillll  nnooww  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  iinn  tthhee  iinnccrreeaasseedd  lliigghhtt  lleevveellss..  SSoo  tthhee  ttaalllleerr  ttrreeeess  hhaavvee  nnooww  bbeeeenn  

ccooppppiicceedd  bbyy  ttwwoo  ddaayyss  ooff  cchhaaiinnssaaww  wwoorrkk,,  wwhhiillsstt  tthhee  ssmmaalllleerr  oonneess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccooppppiicceedd  bbyy  tthhee  BBEETT  

vvoolluunntteeeerrss..  BBeeccaauussee  tthhiiss  aarreeaa  iiss  ssoo  ffuullll  ooff  bblluueebbeellllss  iinn  tthhee  sspprriinngg,,  tthhee  mmiilldd  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  

ssttaarrtteedd  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  bblluueebbeellll  ggrroowwtthh  ooffff  eeaarrllyy  ssoo  ttoo  aavvooiidd  ttrraammpplliinngg,,  tthhee  ccooppppiicciinngg  wwaass  ffiinniisshheedd  iinn  

eeaarrllyy  FFeebbrruuaarryy..  OOnn  tthhee  aaddvviiccee  ooff  AAvvoonn  WWiillddlliiffee  TTrruusstt’’ss  ddoorrmmoouussee  eexxppeerrttss,,  tthhiiss  aarreeaa  wwiillll  bbee  rree--

aasssseesssseedd  aaggaaiinn  iinn  tthhee  ssuummmmeerr  ttoo  sseeee  iiff  aannyy  mmoorree  ccooppppiicciinngg  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  ddoonnee  nneexxtt  wwiinntteerr..  



HHeeddggeellaayyiinngg            

WWhheenn  BBEETT  rreessttoorreedd  iittss  ffiirrsstt  wwiillddfflloowweerr  mmeeaaddooww  iinn  

22000066  ((tthhee  ‘‘CCoouuppee’’  mmeeaaddooww  jjuusstt  ddoowwnnhhiillll  ffrroomm  tthhee  

JJuubbiilleeee  SSttoonnee)),,  wwee  llaaiidd  tthhee  hheeddggee  aalloonngg  oouurr  

bboouunnddaarryy  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaddjjaacceenntt  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  ffiieelldd  aass  

ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt..  TTwweellvvee  yyeeaarrss  oonn  aanndd  wwee  hhaavvee  

rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  llaayy  iitt  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ttiimmee..  TThhiiss  ttiimmee  

tthhee  hheeddggee  ccoonnttaaiinneedd  aa  lloott  mmoorree  ttrreeeess  tthhaann  wwhheenn  

wwee  ffiirrsstt  llaaiidd  iitt  aallll  tthhoossee  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  ssoo  tthhee  eexxttrraa  

tthhiicckknneessss  sshhoouulldd  mmaakkee  ffoorr  aa  ssppeeccttaaccuullaarr  ssiigghhtt  

wwhheenn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ggrreeeenn  sshhoooottss  ooff  sspprriinngg  ffiinnaallllyy  

aarrrriivvee..  OOuurr  nneewwllyy--llaaiidd  hheeddggee  wwiillll  aallssoo  sseerrvvee  aass  aa  ssuuppeerrbb  wwiillddlliiffee  ccoorrrriiddoorr  aass  wweellll  aass  ooffffeerriinngg  

eexxcceelllleenntt  nneessttiinngg  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaannyy  ssppeecciieess  ooff  bbiirrdd  wwee  hhaavvee  oonn  oouurr  rreesseerrvveess..  
  

BBEETT  VVoolluunntteeeerrss  

Both the Monday and Saturday volunteer task mornings are doing extremely well at the moment 

with volunteer numbers typically in the region of 12 – 20 per session on Mondays and around 8 - 10 

on Saturdays. BET achieves virtually all of its nature reserve management using our ever-

enthusiastic volunteers and they are simply the sole reason we are able to achieve so much.  So 

once again, a BIG BET thank you to you all.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

WWeellll  lleett’’ss  ffaaccee  iitt,,  JJaannuuaarryy  aanndd  FFeebbrruuaarryy  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  tthhee  mmoosstt  ccoolloouurrffuull  mmoonntthhss  oonn  BBEETT’’ss  nnaattuurree  

rreesseerrvveess  bbuutt  iiff  yyoouu  kkeeeepp  yyoouurr  eeyyeess  ooppeenn,,  yyoouu  mmaayy  jjuusstt  ssppoott  tthheessee  hhiigghhllyy  uunnuussuuaall  ssttuunnnniinngg,,  ssccaarrlleett  

ffuunnggii,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aalloonngg  TThhee  FFeerrnn  WWaayy  iinn  BBaaddggeerrss  WWoooodd..  

SSccaarrlleett  EEllff  CCuupp  ((SSaarrccoossccyypphhaa  aauussttrriiaaccaa))  

These bright scarlet, shallow cups often appear 

singularly or in small groups on moss-covered damp, 

rotting wood in either broad-leaf or coniferous 

woodlands. The cups themselves can range from 1 – 

5cms in diameter and usually stand around 1cm tall. 

They can be found throughout the winter to spring 

period and are considered not particularly common.  

 

 

 



 

  

  

ET’s first woodland management plan for Jubilee Stone Wood Nature Reserve was drafted 

for us in 2007 by the eminent ecologist Dr Tony Smith. However, way back then we couldn’t 

even hope to dream just how successful the BET nature reserves were to become, so the BET 

trustees have decided it’s about time we commission a new plan 

to bring everything up to date. We’ve also decided that whilst 

the trustees could write the practical aspects of the plan, we 

feel the final result would be more beneficial and respected if 

we were to obtain an expert, independent view of the future 

management tasks that BET should perform in the years to 

come. 
 

So this springtime, Tim Curley will be surveying our reserves 

and preparing a plan of action on how we can continue to 

increase our nature reserve’s biodiversity in the future. Tim 

has excellent credentials for this role as he was formerly 

employed by Avon Wildlife Trust as their nature reserves 

manager before setting up on his own as a wildlife consultant a 

few years ago. He also knows our 

woodlands very well and has helped us 

with tree surgeon work and advice over 

the years. Whilst his expert services will 

come at a cost to BET, we feel his 

independent assessment and years of 

nature reserve management experience 

will be money well spent. Management 

Plans can turn out to be quite large 

documents so, to save money, the BET 

trustees will be compiling the background information 

necessary whilst leaving Tim to concentrate on the 

practical tasks.  
 

When the first draft is complete, the Plan will be 

circulated to our local wildlife experts as well as BET 

members and visitors to the reserves, so everyone can 

have the chance to have their say on how we manage the 

reserves in the future. Hopefully by the autumn, we will 

have a document that everyone can approve and will stand 

us in good stead for the coming years.           

B 

 



 

 

 
 

Do you have any old photographs of what are now 

Jubilee Stone Wood and Badgers Wood that you can 

share with us? We have photographs from around 2005 

onwards when BET started acquiring the land on 

Backwell Hill, but it would be really useful if you have 

anything even just a bit older. Old photographs can be 

fascinating and a real help in determining our future 

plans when we know what was there in the preceding 

years, so if you do have anything that you would be 

willing to let us copy please get in touch – Ian Chambers     

 

 

 

 

Every year from early spring to late autumn, the dormouse boxes in both Jubilee Stone and 

Badgers Woods are inspected on a 

monthly basis to check for the 

presence of dormice. BET is very 

lucky to have the services of Gill 

Brown, an English Nature approved 

licensed dormouse handler, as one of 

our volunteers to take on this 

difficult and time-consuming task. 

Each year, the results of these 

inspections are sent to the People’s 

Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) 

so they can be entered into the 

National Dormouse Monitoring 

programme (NDMP). 
 

At the end of last year, you may remember that Gill reported that 2017 had been a pretty 

average year for dormouse numbers with just over half of our boxes being occupied over the 

course of the year.         HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhaatt  ddiiddnn’’tt  ttuurrnn  oouutt  ttoo  bbee  qquuiittee  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ssttoorryy........ 

When our bird boxes were inspected and cleaned out in early December we had quite a surprise. 

 

 



Out of the 57 bird boxes inspected, a total of 18 dormouse nests were recorded – with one 

actually containing a hibernating dormouse. So when you add these records to the occupancy rates 

of our dormouse boxes, it all adds up to a very significant number which Gill has said is of national 

importance.  

So spurred on by these amazing results, we have now compiled all of the records from both our 

dormouse and bird boxes dating back to 2010 using GPS to locate the exact position of each box. 

These have now been plotted on Google Maps by one of BET’s trustees, Peter Speight, to give a 

fascinating animated view of the distribution over the years. From the map of the 2017 records 

you can clearly see that dormice are present in quite large numbers in the upper sections of 

Jubilee Stone Wood and both the upper and lower sections of Badgers Wood.  

However, the map would also seem to imply that both the lower sections of Jubilee Stone Wood 

and the middle section of Badgers Wood do not offer the best habitat for dormice. (Of course, 

just because we haven’t recorded a dormouse in a box doesn’t mean they aren’t present in that 

area. We probably have many more dormice 

than our records would suggest as they may 

well choose to nest, for instance, in a thick 

bramble patch which we would never be able 

to locate).  

As our dormice are a priority species for 

BET, especially with their legal protection 

status, we are always very keen to ensure 

that we are managing the woodlands in their 

best interests and we are also eager to 

learn if there is anything else we could be 



doing to improve and expand their habitat. 

So in January, BET invited Avon Wildlife Trust’s (AWT) dormouse experts to come and visit our 

woodlands and to offer any advice they might have. It was a very worthwhile exercise for BET 

and we were very pleased to discover that in AWT’s opinion, our woodlands are being well managed 

for dormice and we also came away with some valuable tips on how we could improve our woodland 

habitat for our rare furry friends still further.     

 

 

 

  

e had been watching the temperature week by week, keen to get the bird boxes cleaned 

out before the really cold weather set in.  In early December Gill (our licensed dormouse 

handler) decided that it had been cold enough for the dormice to have started their hibernation, 

so a date was set and the team assembled, joined by 

new BET trustee Mark Davy.  This year we used two 

ladders so that Gill could check a box then leave it 

for the roof to be re-secured while she went on to 

the next box.  This system enabled us to whizz round 

the 57 boxes in one long session. 

This year we found more dormice nests in the bird 

boxes than ever before, six in Jubilee Stone Wood 

(JSW) and twelve in Badgers Wood (BW).  One 

contained a sleeping dormouse that had not read the 

book to know that bird boxes were not suitable 

locations for hibernation!  This year there were no 

other unexpected occupants. 

In JSW, 14 of the 26 boxes had nests, 

and in BW, 11 of the 31 checked had 

nests.  Most inhabitants are likely to 

have been blue or great tits, but one 

was almost certainly a nuthatch.  

Looking back over the past few years it 

W 

 



is interesting to see that some boxes are 

used year on year while with others usage is 

more sporadic.  Are birds returning to a 

particular box?  If they survive the first 

year, it is thought that the average life span 

of birds like tits may be 2-5 years, although 

a blue tit has been recorded at 21!  There is 

also a tendency for dormice nests to be in 

the same boxes - dormice are thought to 

have a life span of up to 5 years. 

MMaannyy  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  GGiillll  aanndd  DDaavviidd,,  BBiillll,,  BBrriiaann  

aanndd  MMaarrkk  ffoorr  aallll  tthheeiirr  hheellpp..  

  

 

Our bird boxes have a hard life!  They are made from untreated wood and are of course out in all 

weathers. They are also prone to attack by predators such as 

woodpeckers and squirrels.  As a result each year some boxes need 

to be repaired or replaced. 

This year, we decided to experiment with some new bird and 

dormouse box designs that should have a longer life.  Some of these 

boxes are made from red cedar wood which is very durable.  Other  

boxes are made of ‘WoodStone’ - a mixture of concrete and wood 

fibres.  These are rot-proof, very long lasting and also provide good 

insulation in the summer. 

So in February (before the snow!), the team spent a morning erecting 

10 new boxes around the woods.  Over the coming years we'll report 

on how well the new boxes have performed. 

  

  

  

 

DDiidd  yyoouu  kknnooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  rraabbbbiitt  wwaarrrreenn  iinn  wwhhaatt  iiss  nnooww  JJuubbiilleeee  SSttoonnee  WWoooodd  wwaass  ggrraanntteedd  ttoo  SSiirr  

RRiicchhaarrdd  ddee  RRooddnneeyy  oonn  tthhee  1100tthh  JJuunnee  11331188  bbyy  oorrddeerr  ooff  KKiinngg  EEddwwaarrdd  IIII??  

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  mmaarrkkss  tthhee  770000tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff  tthhaatt  pprreessttiiggiioouuss  eevveenntt  aanndd  wwee  aarree  hhooppiinngg  ttoo  hhaavvee  aann  

eevveenntt  oonn  SSuunnddaayy  1100tthh  JJuunnee  22001188  ttoo  cceelleebbrraattee  iitt..  WWee’’rree  ssttiillll  iinn  tthhee  ppllaannnniinngg  pphhaassee  aatt  tthhee  mmoommeenntt  

bbuutt  pplleeaassee  ppuutt  tthhee  ddaattee  iinn  yyoouurr  ddiiaarryy!!    

 

 

 

 


