
 

AA  VVeerryy  WWaarrmm  WWeellccoommee  ttoo  oouurr  LLaatteesstt  AAuuttuummnn  BBuulllleettiinn  

TThhee  llaasstt  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  eevveenn  mmoorree  aammaazziinngg  ddiissccoovveerriieess  mmaaddee  aatt  tthhee  WWaarrrreenneerr’’ss  CCoottttaaggee  

ssiittee  aanndd  wwee  hhaavvee  aallssoo  bbeeeenn  bbuussyy  rreessttoorriinngg  tthhee  oolldd  ggaarrddeenn  wwaallll  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy..    TThhee  BBEETT  

vvoolluunntteeeerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  hheeddggeellaayyiinngg,,  ssccyytthhiinngg  oouurr  ffaabbuulloouuss  wwiillddfflloowweerr  mmeeaaddoowwss,,  bbuuiillddiinngg  aa  rreeppttiillee  

hhiibbeerrnnaaccuulluumm  aanndd  uunnccoovveerriinngg  yyeett  mmoorree  ooff  oouurr  nnaattiioonnaallllyy--iimmppoorrttaanntt  lliimmeessttoonnee  ppaavveemmeenntt..    

WWeellll,,  iitt’’ss  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  ooff  yyeeaarr  aaggaaiinn  wwhheenn  BBEETT  hhoollddss  iittss  AAnnnnuuaall  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg,,  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  oonn  

SSaattuurrddaayy  NNoovveemmbbeerr  99tthh  aatt  22ppmm  iinn  tthhee  PPaarriisshh  HHaallll..    WWee  hhooppee  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  aatttteenndd  aanndd  ffiinndd  

oouutt  jjuusstt  wwhhaatt  yyoouurr  TTrruusstt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  uupp  ttoo  oovveerr  tthhee  ppaasstt  ttwweellvvee  mmoonntthhss..  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

YYoouurr  ttrruusstteeeess  wwiillll  bbee  oonn  hhaanndd  ttoo  sseerrvvee  rreeffrreesshhmmeennttss  

aanndd  aannsswweerr  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss  yyoouu  mmaayy  hhaavvee  aabboouutt  BBEETT  

aanndd  iittss  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  ppaasstt,,  pprreesseenntt  oorr  ffuuttuurree..  
  

TThhee  AAGGMM  wwiillll  ssttaarrtt  aatt  22ppmm  aanndd  aafftteerr  tthhee  sshhoorrtt  

ooffffiicciiaall  bbuussiinneessss,,  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  aa  bbrreeaakk  ffoorr  

tteeaa,,  ccooffffeeee  aanndd  ccaakkeess..  

  

AAfftteerr  tteeaa,,  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  aann  iilllluussttrraatteedd  ttaallkk  bbyy  

IIaann  BBrreewweerr,,  sseenniioorr  ggeeoollooggiisstt  aatt  SSttaannccoommbbee  QQuuaarrrryy  

oonn  TThhee  GGeeoollooggyy  ooff  BBaacckkwweellll  HHiillll..  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PPrriinntteedd  ccooppiieess  ooff  tthhee  mmiinnuutteess  ooff  oouurr  llaasstt  AAGGMM  aanndd  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  aaccccoouunnttss  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  

tthhee  mmeeeettiinngg..  TThhee  mmiinnuutteess  ccaann  aallssoo  bbee  ffoouunndd  oonn  tthhee  BBEETT  wweebbssiittee  uunnddeerr  

‘‘AAbboouutt  BBEETT’’  //  ‘‘AAGGMM’’..  IIff  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  bbeeccoommiinngg  aa  ttrruusstteeee,,  

pplleeaassee  ddoo  ggeett  iinn  ttoouucchh  vviiaa  tthhee  wweebbssiittee..  

AAGGMM  mmiinnuutteess  ffrroomm  NNoovveemmbbeerr  1177tthh  22001188  

TThhee  CChhaaiirr’’ss  RReeppoorrtt          TTrreeaassuurreerr’’ss  RReeppoorrtt      

SSeeccrreettaarryy’’ss  RReeppoorrtt        WWooooddllaanndd  RReeppoorrtt  

EElleeccttiioonn  ooff  TTrruusstteeeess        AAnnyy  ootthheerr  bbuussiinneessss  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n the 10th June 1318, Sir Richard de Rodney was granted the right to free warren on 

Backwell Hill by King Edward II. The warrener would have had a cottage built for him when 

the warren was initially set up and the ruins visible today suggest that the cottage would have 

originally covered an area of about 45sq metres with the adjacent walled garden (located to the 

left of the cottage), about 1200sq metres.  

To mark the 700 year anniversary, in April 2018, the BET volunteers started the delicate task of 

removing the accumulated soil and fallen stones from the outside of the cottage walls after 

seeking advice from Vince Russett, the (now retired) North Somerset County Archaeologist. This 

task was continued during the spring and summer of 2019 when we were thrilled to discover the 

remains of two outbuildings attached to the cottage and an additional garden wall.  

Maps from the 1840s show the garden wall, the porch to the right of the cottage (shown as the 

‘lodge’) and also an additional structure on the road side. This structure was exposed this year as 

well as another, previously unknown, outbuilding attached to the 

cottage on its north-western side. Both outbuildings have stone 

floors – one with flagstones and one with cobbles. The discovery 

of Nailsea pennant sandstone roof tiles indicated that the 

outbuildings would have had a stone rather than a thatched roof.  

We were intending to start excavating the interior of the 

cottage this year, but with all the amazing discoveries unearthed 

around the outer walls, this has been postponed until next year. 

The excavation of the internal cottage will be of a greater 

archaeological importance than the outer structures, so we are 

required to prepare a ‘Written Scheme of Investigation’ which we 

have now completed and has been approved by The County 

Archaeologist.    
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his summer’s weather has been a bit up and down with a wet June, warm and sunny 

July and a mixed August. The weather though has suited most of our plants and 

the wildflower meadows have looked spectacular once again this year.  

The past six months have seen the BET volunteers working on a wide range of 

projects including hedgelaying, the removal of soil from the outer Warrener’s 

Cottage, building two superb dry stone walls, exposing more of our very rare 

limestone pavement, building a reptile hibernaculum as well as scything our wildflower meadows. 
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HHeeddggeellaayyiinngg  

In spring, we embarked on a major 

project of re-laying the hedgerow in all 

three upper meadows of Badgers Wood. 

Now we wouldn’t usually undertake this 

sort of activity during the bird nesting 

season, but as the quarry is regularly 

patrolled by Peregrine Falcons, not 

surprisingly, no birds choose to nest in this 

exposed section of hedgerow. In all, we have 

re-laid around 400 metres of hedgerow and 

we now have a much thicker hedge as well as 

restoring the fabulous views over Coles Quarry and the Severn Estuary beyond.    

DDrryy  SSttoonnee  WWaalllliinngg 

During the removal of the soil from the outside of the 

Warrener’s Cottage, many tons of limestone blocks 

were also recovered at the same time. This stone would 

have once formed part of the cottage or its various 

external walls, but archaeological convention dictates 

that we are unable to use them to rebuild the cottage 

walls. So we decided to restore a 20 metre section of 

the old garden wall and also create a curved wall, 

planted up with sedums, to make a picnic area next to 

the cottage (see the picture on the front page).      

RReeppttiillee  HHiibbeerrnnaaccuulluumm 

Both of BET’s nature reserves are home to reptiles, notably 

grass snakes and adders and so this year we started the 

construction of the first of two reptile hibernation pits 

which they will be able to use to see them safely through 

the winter months. Initially a pit is dug approximately one 

metre square and 60cms deep, which is then filled with 

SSoo  wwhhaatt  hhaavvee  tthhoossee  hhaarrdd--wwoorrkkiinngg  BBEETT  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  bbeeeenn  uupp  ttoo  oovveerr  tthhee  ppaasstt  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss?? 



stones and old tree 

branches/logs and 

finally topped with 

soil. Flexible plastic 

pipes are also added 

to allow access to the 

lower reaches of the 

pit. Because of the 

pit’s depth and 

insulation, any reptile using it for hibernation should be safe from frosts, most predators and the   

00000000000000000000000000worst of the winter weather.     

LLiimmeessttoonnee  PPaavveemmeenntt  

We have continued to remove soil from the limestone pavement this summer and we now have 

cleared an area on the northern side of the Fern Way trail so the path runs, very dramatically, 

right through this rare geological feature. With the help of geologist Richard Kefford, we are in 

the process of getting the pavement classified as a Regionally Important Geological Site (RIGS). 



SSccyytthhiinngg  tthhee  MMeeaaddoowwss 

BET starts the scything of our 1.9 acres of restored wildflower meadows in the late summer to 

ensure that all the wildflower seeds have had ample time to set. The annual cut ensures that the 

invasive species such as bramble and tree seedlings are kept in check. Removing all the cut 

material will, in the long term, reduce the fertility of the soil which will ultimately benefit the 

wildflowers. BET’s volunteers just get better and better at scything each year and are well on 

course for cutting the full 1.9 acres in just 3 months of Monday 

work mornings. 
 

AAsshh  DDiieebbaacckk  DDiisseeaassee 

When ash dieback disease was first identified in the UK, the 

prognosis for all our ash trees was initially pretty dire as it was 

thought most of the UK’s ash trees would eventually die from 

the disease. After a few years though, the outlook became a 

bit more optimistic as the expected mass die-off seemed slow 

to materialise. However, over the past few years opinion has 

swung back to pessimism once again as more and more trees are 

showing signs of the disease. 

On the BET reserves, many small trees have been affected but encouragely, up to 2018, less than 

five large ash trees were showing signs of the disease. However this year, around 50% of all our 

large ash trees have started to show signs, which may have some significant financial implications 

for us if unsafe trees need to be professionally felled. 
 

VViissiitt  ffrroomm  tthhee  RRaarree  PPllaannttss  GGrroouupp 

In July, BET had a visit from Liz McDonnell from the 

Somerset Rare Plants Group after a recommendation 

from a local botanist. The group is made up of highly 

experienced botanists who aim to continue the long 

tradition of plant recording and conservation in the 

county. During the visit, a number of previously 

unidentified rare plants were found in the BET 

meadows, so much so, that a full group visit has now 

been arranged for summer of next year.  
  

VVoolluunntteeeerr  TTiimmee 

Every year, the BET volunteers freely put in a staggering amount of time and effort, both in the 

day-to-day running of the Trust, as well as the huge amount of practical work needed to maintain 

our nature reserves. Over the last twelve months, the fantastic figure of 2,967 volunteer hours 

has been recorded. Since the Trust began, an astonishing 28,070 hours have been volunteered  -  

so, once again, a BIG BET thank you to you all.          



BBEETT  hhaass  ttwwoo  tthhrriivviinngg  vvoolluunntteeeerr  ggrroouuppss  tthhaatt  mmeeeett  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  mmoorrnniinngg  aanndd  oonn  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  

SSaattuurrddaayy  mmoorrnniinngg  ooff  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh..  AAbbssoolluutteellyy  nnoo  eexxppeerriieennccee  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  aanndd  iitt’’ss  aallssoo  ggrreeaatt  ffuunn,,  ssoo  

wwhhyy  nnoott  ccoommee  aalloonngg  aanndd  ggiivvee  iitt  aa  ttrryy?? 
                                                      

 

  

  

 
The Hart’s-Tongue Fern is a common, hardy, evergreen fern 

found in shady places on both reserves, but especially along 

Badgers Wood’s Fern Way trail. However, this year we noticed 

for the first time a strange forking of the leaves on some plants, 

an adaptation known as ‘furcata’. On closer inspection it seems to 

be present in about 1 in 100 leaves in the woodland and an 

internet search reveals that this variation has been exploited by 

plant breeders over the years to design all manner of weird and 

wonderful leaf shapes. So when you’re next walking through the 

woodlands, keep an eye out for these strange forked leaves and 

see if you can spot any other unusual variations.    
 

  

  

  

  

  

LLeesssseerr  SSttaagg  BBeeeettllee  
 

The Lesser Stag Beetle may be smaller than 

its more famous larger cousin, but it is still a 

relatively large beetle with impressive jaws. 

Adults can be found in woodland and 

hedgerows during the summer months. They 

can often be seen resting in the sun on tree 

trunks. The larvae depend on old trees and 

rotting wood to live and feed and both adults 

and larvae can be found in the decaying wood 

of Ash, Common Beech and Apple. The 

nocturnal adults fly at night, feeding mainly 

on tree sap and rotting fruit. They mate and 

lay their eggs in decaying wood.  

They can be found throughout the year but are mainly seen in summer.   Length = 20 – 30mm 

 

 



 

CCoommmmoonn  MMoorreell  
  

TThhiiss  uunnccoommmmoonn  sspprriinngg  ttoo  ssuummmmeerr  ffrruuiittiinngg  ffuunngguuss  iiss  

oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  pprriizzeedd  eeddiibbllee  ffuunnggii  iinn  tthhee  UUKK..  

AAlltthhoouugghh  iitt  iiss  ppooiissoonnoouuss  iinn  iittss  rraaww  ssttaattee,,  iitt  bbeeccoommeess  

ssaaffee  ttoo  eeaatt  wwhheenn  ccooookkeedd..  IItt  ccaann  ggrrooww  ttoo  2200ccmmss  hhiigghh  

wwiitthh  aa  rroouugghhllyy  cciirrccuullaarr  hheeaadd  ccoonnssiissttiinngg  ooff  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  

iirrrreegguullaarr  ppiittss  ccoonnnneecctteedd  bbyy  rriiddggeess  ccrreeaattiinngg  aa  

hhoonneeyyccoommbb  ppaatttteerrnn..  TThhee  sstteemm  iiss  uussuuaallllyy  wwhhiittee  oorr  

ppaallee  ccrreeaamm  iinn  ccoolloouurr  wwiitthh  tthhee  hheeaadd  sslliigghhttllyy  ddaarrkkeerr..  

TThheeyy  aarree  ggeenneerraallllyy  ssoolliittaarryy  aanndd  pprreeffeerr  ooppeenn  

ddeecciidduuoouuss  wwooooddllaanndd,,  oofftteenn  uunnddeerr  ddeeccaayyiinngg  ttrreeeess,,  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  oonn  ccaallccaarreeoouuss  ssooiillss..  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  uusseedd  

iinn  mmeeddiicciinnee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  aannttii--ttuummoouurr  aanndd  aannttii--vviirraall  

eeffffeeccttss..  

  

IIcchhnneeuummoonn  WWaasspp  
 

Ichneumonids are wasps with a very 

narrow waist between the middle and hind 

body parts. They have powerful chewing 

mandibles, two pairs of usually 

transparent wings and long antennae. All 

ichneumonids are parasitoids of other 

insects, that is, their larvae infect and 

then kill a single host animal. This 

distinguishes them from parasites, which 

live off a host but usually don’t kill them. 

The adult females often have a very long 

ovipositor which is capable of drilling into 

wood to lay its eggs. In the UK, we have 

approximately 2,500 species of ichneumonid, making up almost 10% of all British insects.  

The adult wasps feed on a diet of nectar and honeydew.  

  

  

  

BBaacckkwweellll  CCoommmmoonn  

On the 18th May, nineteen members of BET and/or Friends of Trendlewood Park (FoTP) met at 

Backwell Lake for a fascinating guided tour to Backwell Common and beyond.   

The walk was led by local historian Richard Ivens, a member of both BET and FoTP, and long-time 

resident of Backwell Common.  Richard shared with us the amazing history of the local area, 

 



including the development of Backwell Lake, the railway station, 

the local farms and the very numerous coal mines. 

The variety of features along the 2-mile walk was remarkable 

and was brought to life by Richard's comprehensive knowledge 

and lively story-telling!  In perfect walking conditions, we headed 

towards Backwell Common and the old cider farm before passing 

through the Forest of Avon plantation and on to the old Backwell 

Deer Park. The group returned to the Lake after stopping for 

well-earned refreshment at The George! 

FFeellttoonn  CCoommmmoonn  

On the 7th July, sixteen BET 

members and friends headed to 

Felton Common for a guided tour - 

plus tea and cakes! The walk was led 

by warden and local resident Debbie 

Johnson, supported by BET member 

and Felton Commoner, Pete Longden.  

The common covers approximately 

100 acres and is mainly unimproved 

mixed acidic and calcareous 

grassland. It has a fascinating 

history, with two scheduled ancient 

monuments and signs of mining. 
 

The Common lies on the other side of 

the A38 from Bristol Airport, so our 

walk and talk were interrupted at 

intervals by passing planes, seemingly 

just overhead. Despite the 

occasional noise we were able to 

learn about the management plan for 

the Common and the challenges of 

keeping down the bracken and 

encroaching scrub, now that grazing has ceased. Our route took us past the Bronze Age barrow, 

the rare double conjoined Neolithic barrows and the ancient 'Suck Stone'. 

At the end of the walk, Debbie very kindly invited us to her house, just south of the common, for 

copious tea and home-made cakes!  Suitably refreshed, we headed back under the flight path, 

having enjoyed a great afternoon. We hope to make a return visit in the spring when the common 

will be covered in bluebells. 

 



 
Recently, Peter has been taking aerial photos of our two 

nature reserves which have turned out to be a great 

help in monitoring our various projects and management 

activities throughout the seasons. However, the imaging 

technology used can also do some fun things, such as this amazing composite picture taken in July 

with Peter’s small drone. The picture was taken some 330 feet above the top corner of Badgers 

Wood with Coles Quarry to the left and the BET reserves running diagonally from 11o’clock to 

5o’clock.  To make the panorama, the drone stays stationary and slowly rotates, taking 46, twelve-

megapixel photos which are digitally stitched together afterwards.  The stitching software can 

then produce this ‘Little Planet’ view which presents an interesting global perspective of the 

surrounding landscape. If you would like to see more, higher resolution pictures of this and some 

other aerial shots of the reserves, they can be found on the BET website and Flickr photo album. 



 

 
 

  

aarrddyy  aanndd  wwiilllliinngg  BBEETT  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  hhaavvee  ssppeenntt  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  yyeeaarrss  ccrreeaattiinngg  ssmmaallll  ggllaaddeess  aanndd  

mmeeaaddoowwss  iinn  bbootthh  BBaaddggeerrss  WWoooodd  aanndd  JJuubbiilleeee  SSttoonnee  WWoooodd  nnaattuurree  rreesseerrvveess..  TThhee  rreessuullttiinngg  

iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  ppoolllleenn--rriicchh  ppllaannttss  aanndd  ootthheerr  fflloorraa  nnooww  

ooffffeerr  aa  hhaavveenn  ffoorr  mmaannyy  aanniimmaallss  aanndd  iinnsseeccttss  aanndd  tthheessee  

ggrraadduuaall  cchhaannggeess  iinn  bbiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  ccaann  tthheenn  bbee  aasssseesssseedd  

bbyy  ttaakkiinngg  rreegguullaarr  ssuurrvveeyyss..  
  

BBuummbblleebbeeeess  aarree  nnoott  aann  iinnsseecctt  yyoouu  mmiigghhtt  aauuttoommaattiiccaallllyy  

tthhiinnkk  ooff  iinn  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  wwooooddllaannddss,,  aattttrraacctteedd  aass  

tthheeyy  aarree  ttoo  ssuunnsshhiinnee  aanndd  ccoolloouurrffuull  ppllaannttss  ssuucchh  aass  

cclloovveerr,,  ggoorrssee,,  ppuussssyy  wwiillllooww  aanndd  llaavveennddeerr..  HHoowweevveerr,,  

mmaannyy  ssppeecciieess  ooff  bbuummbblleebbeeeess  sseeeekk  oouutt  wwooooddeedd  aarreeaass  

ffoorr  nneessttiinngg  aanndd  

eennjjooyy  tthhee  ssaaffee  hhaarrbboouurr  aanndd  tthhee  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ppllaannttss  tthhee  BBEETT  

wwooooddss  hhaavvee  ttoo  ooffffeerr..  BBootthh  tthhee  FFoorreesstt  CCuucckkoooo  bbuummbblleebbeeee  aanndd  

tthhee  TTrreeee  bbuummbblleebbeeee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssppootttteedd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  BBEETT  wwooooddss  

tthhiiss  yyeeaarr,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  bbeetttteerr  kknnoowwnn  WWhhiittee--ttaaiilleedd  

bbuummbblleebbeeee  aanndd  tthhee  

CCoommmmoonn  CCaarrddeerr  bbeeee..    

AAss  bbuummbblleebbeeeess  aarree  

nnaattiioonnaallllyy  iinn  ddeecclliinnee,,  

ffeeeeddiinngg  oonnllyy  oonn  fflloowweerrss  

aanndd  oofftteenn  oonnllyy  ffoorraaggiinngg  

wwiitthhiinn  11  kkmm  ooff  tthheeiirr  

nneesstt,,  tthheeyy  mmaakkee  aann  eexxcceelllleenntt  ssppeecciieess  ttoo  ssuurrvveeyy..  SSttaarrttiinngg  

tthhiiss  MMaarrcchh  aanndd  eennddiinngg  iinn  OOccttoobbeerr,,  mmoonntthhllyy  ssuurrvveeyyss  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  uunnddeerrttaakkeenn  aalloonngg  aa  sseelleecctteedd  rroouuttee,,  ccrroossss--ccrroossssiinngg  

bbootthh  rreesseerrvveess,,  nnoottiinngg  tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  bbuummbblleebbeeeess  aanndd,,  

wwhheerree  ppoossssiibbllee,,  ssppeecciieess  aanndd  ggeennddeerr..    

TThheessee  rreeccoorrddss  aarree  tthheenn  llooggggeedd  oonn  tthhee  

BBuummbblleebbeeee  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  TTrruusstt  

wweebbssiittee  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  tthheenn  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  

TTrruusstt  wwiitthh  eesssseennttiiaall  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwiitthh  

wwhhiicchh  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  llaanndd  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  

ffoorr  aallll  iinnsseeccttss..    
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